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IN MEMORY OF DR. JACQUELINE 

BOLDEN BECK 

HON. AL LAWSON, JR. 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 9, 2017 

Mr. LAWSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to an educator par excel-
lence, university administrator, trailblazer and 
community servant, Dr. Jacqueline Bolden 
Beck, who died on Tuesday, October 31, 
2017, at the age of 86. 

Dr. Beck was born and raised in Gulfport, 
Mississippi. After completing her high school 
education, she went on to Dullard University 
where she graduated as an honor student re-
ceiving a Bachelor of Science degree in Nurs-
ing in 1955. She continued her education at 
the Indiana University, where she received her 
Master of Science degree in Nursing in 1958. 
Later, Dr. Beck would complete her Ph.D. 
studies at the University of Florida earning a 
Doctorate of Education in Curriculum and In-
struction in 1976. 

Dr. Beck and her late husband, Dr. James 
Beck who she married in 1957, both joined the 
faculty at Florida A&M University (FAMU) in 
1958. She rose quickly through the faculty 
ranks, first as an instructor, then Assistant 
Professor, followed by Associate Professor 
and Acting Dean of the School of Nursing. 

In 1978, FAMU’s former president, Walter L. 
Smith, Ph.D., entrusted Beck with developing 
the proposal that led to the creation of the 
School of Allied Health Sciences in 1982. 
Beck served as the founding dean of the 
School of Allied Health Sciences until 2000. 

During her time as Dean, the School of Al-
lied Health Sciences received more than $13 
million in extramural funding from Federal, 
State, and local agencies. The school evolved 
from two divisions, the Division of Medical 
Records Administration and Physical Therapy 
to five divisions, offering bachelor’s degrees in 
cardiopulmonary science, healthcare manage-
ment, health information management, occu-
pational therapy and physical therapy and a 
master’s in physical therapy by 2000. Addition-
ally, the school’s programs were all accredited 
by their respective accrediting bodies and 
were sought after by students from across the 
country. 

Upon her retirement as Dean, Dr. Beck was 
appointed to the rank of Professor Emeritus. 
To commemorate her many contributions and 
dedication to the University, in 2007, the build-
ing that houses FAMU’s Allied Health 
Sciences programs (Lewis-Beck Building) was 
named in her honor along with the late nursing 
school dean Margaret Lewis, Ph.D. 

She served on numerous boards and com-
missions including the Pew Health Professions 
Commission, Board of Directors of ASAHP, 
Board Member of the National Society of Al-
lied Health, College of Health Deans Group, 
Board of the National Society of Allied Health 
Journal and as a member of the State-Wide 
Allied Health Articulation Task Force, ap-
pointed by the Florida Commissioner of Edu-
cation. 

Dr. Beck was the recipient of the Cultural 
Pluralism Award by the Association of School 
of Allied Health Professions and in 2005, she 
was awarded the Honorary Doctorate of Hu-
mane Letters from the State University of New 
York, Down State. Dr. Beck was also very ac-

tive in the Tallahassee community where she 
served in many organizations and on the 
boards of numerous community service 
groups. 

Throughout the ensuing decades of her life 
and career, she fashioned a powerful place in 
higher education and influenced the thinking of 
generations of young people. Driven by an 
enormous heart and keen intellect, Dr. Beck 
worked her entire life to give the opportunity of 
education to young people who had the will to 
cease it. 

Mr. Speaker, with an unwavering dedication, 
strong values, and an avid pursuit of ‘‘leveling 
the playing field’’ in higher education, Dr. Beck 
made a tremendous impact in her community, 
the state of Florida, and the nation. We must 
honor her life and legacy by keeping hers a 
torch kept lit. 

f 

WAY TO GO EDINA TENNIS 
CHAMPS 

HON. ERIK PAULSEN 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 9, 2017 

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to con-
gratulate the Edina Girls Tennis Team on win-
ning the Minnesota State Championship Title. 

The Hornets won the state finals with seven 
wins in seven contests. Sophomore Nicole 
Copeland and Senior Sophia Reddy both beat 
their opponents in two straight matches, 
clinching the victory for Edina in a decisive 
fashion. 

This was a big year for the Hornets. Edina 
has won the state championship in girls tennis 
in 20 out of the last 21 years, a tremendous 
feat by any standard. Many of the matches in 
this year’s tournament were decided by one 
point. They know what it’s like to play under 
pressure and still clinch a victory. 

Mr. Speaker, the Hornets’ victory is a tribute 
to their hard work throughout the season and 
their ability to play under pressure. And most 
importantly, I commend these student athletes, 
who have also excelled in the classroom and 
our community. 

Congratulations again to Coach Steve Paul-
sen and the Edina High School Girls Tennis 
Team. Their families, teachers, friends, neigh-
bors, and our entire community are very proud 
to call them state champs. 

f 

SERVICEMEMBER FAMILY BURIAL 
ACT 

HON. J. LUIS CORREA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 9, 2017 

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, currently, 
spouses and dependent children of active-duty 
servicemembers may be buried in a VA na-
tional cemetery if predeceased by the service-
member. However, if the spouse or dependent 
child passes away before the servicemember, 
current law does not explicitly authorize their 
burial. 

Since becoming aware of this gap in their 
burial authority, the National Cemetery Admin-
istration has been processing requests for bur-
ial of spouses and eligible dependent children 

of active duty servicemembers in a VA na-
tional cemetery on case-by-case basis, using 
a designation of discretionary authority. 

Today, I am introducing the Servicemember 
Family Burial Benefits Act to address the abil-
ity of the Department of Veterans’ Affairs to 
bury an active-duty servicemember’s loved 
ones if they pass away before the service-
member. My legislation will allow active duty 
servicemembers to bury their spouse or eligi-
ble dependent child, if they choose, in a VA 
national cemetery and authorize VA to provide 
headstones and markers for spouses and eli-
gible dependent children. Finally, the language 
will allow state and tribal veterans cemeteries 
to provide this benefit in the same manner as 
VA national cemeteries. This legislation will 
allow active duty servicemembers the oppor-
tunity to choose to bury their loved one, lost 
while the servicemember is serving our nation, 
in a VA national cemetery. At their own time 
of need, servicemembers will have the option 
to be buried in a national cemetery with their 
loved ones. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE CAREER OF 
U.S. CAPITOL POLICE SERGEANT 
JOEL HOBBS 

HON. GREGG HARPER 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 9, 2017 

Mr. HARPER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to cele-
brate the career of U.S. Capitol Police Ser-
geant Joel Hobbs, who is retiring in November 
after twenty-seven years with the force. 

Since 2014, Sergeant Hobbs has served in 
the Criminal Investigations Section. He was 
responsible for supervising investigations for 
criminal offenses occurring on Capitol 
Grounds, such as assaults, stolen property, 
thefts, and fraud, among other offenses. 

Prior to his promotion to Sergeant, Sergeant 
Hobbs served over 20 years on the Patrol Di-
vision. The Patrol Division is responsible for 
providing police services on a 24-hour basis, 
and security services designed to protect Con-
gress, its employees, visitors, and property 
under the jurisdiction of Congress. As a Patrol 
Division Officer, Hobbs became recognized as 
a subject matter expert in areas involving ar-
rest procedures, crime scene search, report 
writing, among other areas. 

Sergeant Hobbs has accumulated numerous 
awards and recognitions from USCP and the 
Congressional Community throughout his ca-
reer. As an officer and supervisor, Sergeant 
Hobbs has embraced every assignment given 
to him, and has had a positive impact every-
where he has been. 

The U.S. Capitol Police play an extraor-
dinarily important and often-overlooked role in 
the functioning of our nation’s democracy. 
Without the safe and secure space they pro-
vide, lawmakers would be unable to conduct 
the American people’s work and carry out our 
functions under the Constitution. All of us who 
serve in Congress hold the U.S. Capitol Police 
and its personnel in high esteem, and we are 
grateful for those who put on its uniform every 
day. 

I hope my colleagues will join me in thank-
ing Sergeant Joel Hobbs for his almost three 
decades of service to the U.S. Capitol Police, 
to the Congress of the United States, and to 
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our nation. I wish him all the best in his retire-
ment. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE CURRENT 
EMPLOYEE REPRESENTATION ACT 

HON. FRANCIS ROONEY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 9, 2017 

Mr. FRANCIS ROONEY of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to introduce the Current 
Employee Representation Act with Congress-
man BRADLEY BYRNE of Alabama and Con-
gressman JOE WILSON of South Carolina. The 
Current Employee Representation Act would 
provide union members more representation 
as their views may differ from decisions made 
decades ago especially in the rapidly modern-
izing workforce of today. This legislation also 
gives union employees more power to be 
heard and hold the higher-up decision makers 
within unions more accountable to the rank 
and file. 

The United States is seeing shifts every day 
towards a more modern workforce. Many cur-
rent employees are locked into old and out-
dated union contracts, approved long before 
they were hired. All employees deserve a 
voice that is reflective of today’s workplace. 
They should be given options and a voice in 
the structure of their workplace, and not be 
subject to the same union practices of the 
past. This legislation aims to allow new em-
ployees an option to elect new union rep-
resentation. And if they deem the union un-
necessary, it would give employees the right 
to decertify and represent themselves. Why 
should outdated union agreements set the 
rules for the 21st-century economy? 

I thank my colleagues who have already 
supported this legislation and look forward to 
working with them to see this and other mod-
ern workforce policies advance in this cham-
ber. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE IMPROV-
ING OVERSIGHT OF WOMEN VET-
ERANS’ CARE ACT 

HON. J. LUIS CORREA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 9, 2017 

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, women rep-
resent the fastest growing population in the 
veteran community. The Department of Vet-
erans’ Affairs reports that in 2016 women ac-
counted for nearly 10 percent of the veteran 
population. This percentage will only increase 
in future years. It is vital that we ensure 
women veterans receive quality care in a safe 
and dignified environment, as well as in a 
timely manner. 

According to the Government Accountability 
Office, the Veterans Health Administration 
does not have data and performance meas-
ures to determine women veterans’ accessi-
bility to gender-specific care delivered through 
certain community care programs. GAO also 
reports that VHA does not have accurate or 
complete data regarding VA medical centers’ 

compliance with environment of care stand-
ards for women veterans. Medical centers 
must conduct regular inspections and report 
instances of noncompliance, but sometimes 
these cases are not reported to VHA. 

Therefore, I am introducing the Improving 
Oversight of Women Veterans’ Care Act. This 
legislation will enhance the monitoring needed 
for effective oversight of women veterans’ 
healthcare in and out of the Department of 
Veterans’ Affairs. To accomplish this goal, the 
bill will require VA to report to Congress on 
women veterans’ accessibility to gender-spe-
cific healthcare in any community of care pro-
gram and require VA medical facilities to re-
port to the Secretary on their compliance and 
noncompliance with quality care standards. 

f 

CONGRATULATIONS TO PAM 
TESTROET 

HON. GARRET GRAVES 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 9, 2017 

Mr. GRAVES of Louisiana. Mr. Speaker, I’d 
like to honor my constituent and friend, Pam 
Testroet, as incoming President of the Lou-
isiana REALTORS Association. Pam and her 
leadership team will represent over 13,000 
REALTOR members and have proven to be 
exemplary and dedicated volunteers to the or-
ganization. Home ownership is an important 
goal for most Americans, and certainly for citi-
zens of Louisiana. It bolsters our state and 
local economies and helps with job creation. 
More importantly, home ownership is not just 
an aspiration that is part of the American 
Dream; to many Louisianans, it is a dream 
come true. REALTORS remain at the forefront 
and work tirelessly to help their clients achieve 
that dream. At a young age, Pam braved ad-
versity and helped champion diversity in the 
historic story of Ruby Bridges. This kind of ex-
ample gives us all hope for a better tomorrow. 
Pam had an extensive career in the tele-
communications industry before earning her 
real estate license in 2003. She is passionate 
about education and homeownership and has 
served on the local, state and national level in 
various committees and roles. Pam is a proud 
REALTOR member with a passion for advo-
cacy, policy, and fostering relationships to pro-
tect homeowners. I look forward to working 
with her, the leadership, and all the REAL-
TORS in the coming year. 

f 

WAYZATA SOCCER CHAMPS 

HON. ERIK PAULSEN 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 9, 2017 

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, I offer con-
gratulations to the Wayzata High School Boys 
Soccer team on winning the Minnesota State 
Championship Title. 

The Trojans topped off their incredible 20– 
0–2 season by coming home with the state 
championship trophy. It is inspiring to see a 
team that shows up with their best every day, 
and consistently comes out on top. After los-

ing in the championship last year, they came 
back stronger than ever to win the state title 
in 2017. 

After a scoreless first half, sophomore Pat-
rick Weah netted a goal that eventually de-
cided the match. The Wayzata keeper, Daniel 
Weshons delivered a shutout after facing thir-
teen shots. Just before the buzzer, Ethan 
Wagner put a second goal in the net to secure 
Wayzata’s victory. 

Mr. Speaker, the championship title earned 
by the Trojans shows how hard work through-
out the season and the ability to play under 
pressure always pays off. These outstanding 
student-athletes have lived up to their obliga-
tions in the classroom and in the community. 

Congratulations again to the players, coach-
es, and parents of the Wayzata High School 
Boys Soccer team on becoming state champs. 
Go Trojans. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 9, 2017 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, on Tuesday, November 6, 2017, 
I requested and was granted a leave of ab-
sence for the rest of the week due to the 
death of my sister. 

For the information of our colleagues and 
my constituents, below is how I would have 
voted on the following votes I missed during 
this time period: on rollcall 607, to amend title 
38, United States Code, to authorize the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs to furnish assistance 
for adaptations of residences of veterans in re-
habilitation programs under chapter 31 of such 
title, and for other purposes, I would have 
voted ‘‘aye’’; on rollcall 608, on passage of VA 
Management Alignment Act of 2017, I would 
have voted ‘‘aye’’; on rollcall 609, on approv-
ing the Journal, I would have voted ‘‘no’’; on 
rollcall 610, on motion on Ordering the Pre-
vious Question on the Rule providing for con-
sideration of both H.R. 3441 and H.R. 3043, I 
would have voted ‘‘no’’; on rollcall 611, on rule 
providing for consideration of both H.R. 3441, 
I would have voted ‘‘no’’; on rollcall 612, on 
approving the Journal, I would have voted 
‘‘no’’; on rollcall 613, on Democratic motion to 
recommit H.R. 3441, I would have voted 
‘‘aye’’; on rollcall 614, on passage of H.R. 
3441, I would have voted ‘‘no’’; on rollcall 615, 
on passage of the Risk-Based Credit Exam-
ination Act, I would have voted ‘‘aye’’; on roll-
call 616, on ordering the previous question for 
consideration of H.R. 2201, I would have 
voted ‘‘no’’; on rollcall 617, on rule providing 
for consideration of H.R. 2201, Micro Offering 
Safe Harbor Act, I would have voted ‘‘no’’; on 
rollcall 618, on the passage of the Veterans 
Crisis Line Study Act of 2017, I would have 
voted ‘‘aye’’; on rollcall 619, on the passage of 
Rush Amendment, which adds a new section 
to the Federal Power Act to improve the hy-
dropower licensing process, I would have 
voted ‘‘aye’’; on rollcall 620, on passage of 
H.R. 3043, Hydropower Policy Modernization 
Act of 2017, I would have voted ‘‘no’’; and on 
rollcall 621, on passage of Veterans Fair Debt 
Notice Act of 2017, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 
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